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Officers of the Council 

 
Chaplain 

Fr. Phil Salmonowicz  
754-4194 

 
Grand Knight 

Rick Lemont 225-1043 
 

Deputy Grand Knight 
Dan Wolf 754-0079 

 
Chancellor 

Tim Dugan 433-8293 
 

Financial Secretary 
John Brown 754-4085 

 
Treasurer 

Herm Hahler 754-4832 
 

Recorder 
Frank Ladiski 754-5405 

 
Advocate 

Jim Merdzinski 754-9559 
 

Inside Guard 
Mike Smith 754-1597 

 
Outside Guard 

Charles Riker 754-3144 
 

Warden 
Bob Theisen 616-200-5134 

 
1 Yr. Trustee 

Charles Stephens 754-8387 
 

2 Yr. Trustee 
Charles Smith 754-8604 

 
3 Yr. Trustee 

Juan Salazar 754-9617 
 

Squires 
Mike Smith 754-1597 

 
District Deputy 

Ron Karp (989) 235-6293 
 

Insurance Field Agent 
 Robert Taylor 616-794-0527 
 
Directors 
Membership-Bob Theisen 
Programs– Dan Wolf 
Church-Roger Truszkowski 
Council-Vacant 
Community-Vacant 
Family-Tim Dugan 
Youth-Mike Smith 
Right to Life—Scott Smith 
 
 

14 - The number of Thanksgiving food baskets provided to members of our community 
on Saturday November 21st.  A basket containing a turkey, or ham, as well as all the other  
ingredients to fix a thanksgiving dinner were provided with the help of fellow Knights and 
other members of the parish.  Most families picked up their basket at the church while a few 
were delivered to the homes.  Thank you to all who made donations of their time, talent, and 
treasure. 

From the Grand Knight  
 
Did you know that all of the $24 we collect every year for dues goes to the State of Michigan 
and Supreme? Even if a Brother Knight doesn't pay his dues for the year St.  
Charles Council is still required to pay the State and Supreme dues for that member. Every 
year at least 1/3 of our members do not pay their dues. Some haven't paid in 3 or more years. 
Our council has some of the lowest dues in all of West Michigan. When one in every three 
Knights in our council is remiss in paying their dues, that money has to come from some-
where. In our case, fund raising efforts that would ideally go to support community and parish 
needs instead is being used to pay delinquent dues. 
  
The Knights of Columbus does not consider anyone to no longer be a Knight because they 
don't pay their dues for a given year. No doubt these are tough economic times for everyone 
including our council. If you are having a difficult time financially we may be able to work 
something out on the dues. If you longer want to be a Knight or have any other questions or 
concerns, please contact John Brown or myself. If you are contacted by someone on the reten-
tion committee, please remember that we care about you, are interested in your concerns, and 
want you to remain a Brother Knight.  
 
If everyone does their part this will enable us to continue the vision of Fr. Michael J.     
McGivney by providing financial support to widows and orphans and be living examples of 
the first principle of our order, Charity. 
  
Here's just a few examples of what we do with the funds we raise: 
Put up the Keep Christ in Christmas billboard during Advent. 
Sponsor tables at the annual Flat River Right to Life Banquet. 
Put up a Divine Mercy billboard during the month of April. 
Purchase Catholic books and videos for the Pope John Paul II lending library in the lower 
level of the church. 
Purchase and distribute One Bread One Body daily devotions. 
Sponsor the St. Charles School website. 
Provide monthly meals for the needy. 
Donate to area homeless shelters. 
Donate funds to purchase an ultrasound for a pregnancy center. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Rick Lemont 

A curious question 
Why does rain drop but snow fall? 



Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions—December 
General: 
That children may be respected and loved and never be the victims of exploitation in its various forms. 
Mission: 
That at Christmas the peoples of the earth may recognize in the Word Incarnate the light which           
illuminates every man and that the Nations may open their doors to Christ, the Savior of the world. 

 

December Dates to Remember 
4—Divine Mercy 7 pm 
5—First Saturday Rosary 9 am 
8—Feast of the Immaculate Conception ( Holy day of obligation) 
10—Regular meeting in McKinney Hall 7 pm (Rosary at 6:30 pm) 
11—Divine Mercy 7 pm 
12—13 Membership Blitz after all Masses. 
13—Breakfast after 9 and 11 am Masses. 
18—Divine Mercy 7 pm 
18—Adopt-A-Family drop off 
19—Adopt-A-Family pickup 
20—Visit Veterans Home (contact Jim Merdzinski for more information) 
25—Christmas 
31—Pray in the New Year at St. Charles 11:30 pm. 
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Christmas Prayer of Pope John XXIII 
 
O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 
Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they sometimes seek so           
desperately and which you alone can give to them.  Help them to know one another better, and to live as 
brothers and sisters, children of the same Father.  Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.  
Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.  Join them all together in your love 
and give us your heavenly peace.  Amen. 

Year of the Priest 
Prayer Intentions for Councils Within the Jurisdict ion of Michigan 

 
For the intercession of St. John Vianney, patron of parish priests, and Venerable Servant of God,         
Fr. Michael J. McGivney, that all priests may be blessed with a strong faith and charitable heart. 



 

Roger Truszckowski and Jim Merdzinski 
place the finishing touches on the Nativity 
scene. 

Saturday, November 28 was a nice sunny, fairly warm 
day.  It turned out to be a great day for setting up the 
Nativity scene at St. Charles, not like some years when 
it was bitter cold. 
 
As close as we can tell, it was in 1981 or 1982 the    
former Grand Knight, Charles Siegel, designed the   
creche—the same one we are using today.  A former 
parishioner,  Eston King, painted the background.  
Over the years it became necessary to repaint the      
statues, which was done by the Bob Miller Family. 
 
Since 1981, St. Charles Council 2084 has had the  
privilege and responsibility of setting up the Creche. 

Plenty of help was on hand to provide the   
expertise in assembling the creche and the 
Keep Christ in Christmas sign.  A big thanks 
to Herm Hahler, Mike Smith, Rick Lemont, 
Jim Merdzinski, Phil Ply, Roger 
Trusczkowski, and Dan Wolf. Rumor has it 
that some of the team were seen at 
Jorgenson’s for coffee and donuts afterwards. 

“ I think that’s how that piece fits” . 

“Do you guys remember how we used to play with erector sets?” 

“Help me get my fingers out of here, 
will you”? 
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